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Birth and parentage - George Wishart - Knox becomes Reformer
-relations between Scotland and England- Cardinal
Beaton - assassination in St, Andrews - Knox joins the
rebels - appointed preacher - siege and capture of St.
Andrews Castle - condemned to the galleys.
OF the second part of John Knox's life, much is
known, for the History of the Reformation in Scotland,
which he wrote at the behest of the Protestants,
is to a large extent his autobiography,, and is a
most detailed one. The story of his first forty years,
however, is almost entirely unknown. Even the
year of his birth is in doubt, but 1505 is now
generally accepted.
He was born near Haddington, the son of a
yeoman, William Knoxf Neither of his father nor
his mother, who was named Sinclair, does John
Knox give any particulars, and, although he may
have had several brothers and sisters, there is a
record only of an elder brother, Haddington had
a burgh school and a Church school, and Knox
probably obtained his early education at the
former. In 1522, at the age of seventeen, he be-
came a student at Glasgow University under John
Major, a scholar with'a Continental reputation